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September 2021 

Welcome Back! 
 
Dear Oakwood Families, 

We are pleased to welcome our students, staff, and families back for the 2021-2022 
school year!  We cannot wait to have the students back in the building, and our staff 
members are eager to continue to provide engaging and exciting instruction. 

The Acorn is a monthly publication that will be posted to our school’s website at the 
beginning of each month.  Within this publication will be dates for upcoming events, 
information, and a sneak peek into upcoming instructional topics in each grade level 
(sneak peeks will begin in the October edition).  Please be sure to check in each 
month for new information!  If there is additional information or reminders that needs 
to be sent out, the front office will communicate this through an email and/or text 
message to families.   

As the new year begins, teachers will be taking time to establish positive and safe 
routines/structures within the classroom.  These routines will be introduced and 
practiced throughout the day.  It is our goal to help our students stay safe, as well as 
continue to provide them with appropriate and engaging instruction.  Open 
communication between families and school is key to the success of our students. We 
are always here to answer any questions or concerns.  If you do have questions, 
please be sure to reach out to your student’s teacher. 

Oakwood Elementary would like to invite you to our Back to School Night event on 
Tuesday, September 21, at 6:00 pm.  This event can either be attended in person, or 
information from your student’s teacher will be available online.  For families that wish 
to attend in person, you will report directly to your student’s classroom for a brief 
message from administration, then you will be able to hear from the classroom 
teacher about all of the amazing instruction that takes place in class.  There will be 
two rotations for families with more than one student.  For families that prefer to 
receive the information online, the teacher will share a recorded video.  Whether 
attending in person or viewing the recorded video, we are excited for the opportunity 
to engage with the incredible families that make up Oakwood Elementary.   

Please know that we are always happy to answer any questions or concerns!   

Looking forward to a great year! 

Kyle Butler, Principal (kwbutler@aacps.org) 

Stacie Henson, Assistant Principal (shenson@aacps.org)  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

September 2: PTA Membership 
Drive begins 

September 8: First day of school, 
grades 1-5 

September 8-9: Pre-
K/Kindergarten/ECI Conferences 

September 13: First day of 
school for ECI 

September 10-14: Staggered 
Pre-K/Kindergarten days 

September 15: Full Pre-
K/Kindergarten Start 

September 16: Yom Kippur, 
Schools and Central Offices 
Closed  

September 21: Back to School 
Night, 6:00 pm 

September 27: First PTA 
Meeting 6:30 pm (Virtual) 

September 29: PTA Steak-n-
Shake Dine-Out Night 5:00 pm- 
9:00 pm 

  



 

School Meals  
Each year, families who wish to apply for Free or Reduced-Priced Meals are encouraged to do so before 
September 30th.  The forms are located online at https://frapps.horizonsolana.com/welcome.  If you are not sure if 
your family qualifies, guidelines are available on the website.  The brochure that was available during Sneak-a-
Peek is below.   

 

 

 



 

School Meals Continued… 
 

For the 2021-2022 school year, breakfast and lunch is free to all students that wish to have a school provided 
meal.  Although meals are provided this year, it is extremely important for families to still complete the Free or 
Reduced-Priced Meals so we can continue to receive additional funding for our school.   

Breakfast will be available to students as they enter the building for those who choose to take a meal.  It is not 
mandatory that a student takes a meal!  Students will be eating breakfast in their classrooms.   

Lunch is also free for students that wish to eat a school meal.  A link to the monthly menu is posted on our school 
website and can also be found at https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/september-8-30-2021/. 

 

Fall 2021 Reopening of Schools 
 

Information and resources for families and employees as we prepare for the new school year are located at 
https://www.aacps.org/fall2021.  Included on this website is information related to health and safety, back-to-
school needs, student learning and bus schedules, and school system updates.  Please know that all staff, 
students, and families are required to wear a mask when inside the building.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Car Rider Arrival and Dismissal  
 

Below is the arrival/dismissal map if your student is a car rider.  Please be patient as we re-establish these 
routines.  It will take longer the first week or so as staff and families adjust to the routine!  If you require a car rider 
tag, staff members that are stationed at the car rider loop will have tags available for the first two weeks of 
school.  After this, you will need to park and ring the doorbell to obtain a car rider tag.  We appreciate your 
kindness and patience during these times!  If you are picking up/dropping off your student, please look for 
Oakwood staff members that will be stationed at the entrance of our parking lot.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/family-annual-pta-membership-for-2021-https://my.cheddarup.com/c/family-annual-pta-membership-for-2021-2022 

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/oakwood-spirit-wear-2021-2022 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/4765 

https://www.facebook.com/OakwoodElementarySchoolPta/ 

oakwoodespta@gmail.com 

https://twitter.com/OakwdESAACPS 



 

 

 

Please join us a for a Volunteer Orientation 

 All in-school volunteers need to attend a volunteer orientation, complete a background check, 
and view the mandatory video. 

 Field trip chaperones need to complete a background check, view the mandatory video and 
provide a copy of the verification form.   

Thursday, Sept. 23 or Tuesday, October 5 
9:00 am (in person) OR 6:30 pm (virtual) 

Please choose 1 session. 
Please R.S.V.P. to  

Mrs. Swingle sswingle@aacps.org or Mrs. Hall cmhall@aacps.org 

410-222-6420 

 

Security Cameras 
 

Oakwood Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system.  It covers selected interior and 
exterior public portions of the building and grounds.  It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored 
during emergency situations.  During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in 
question, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given 
access to view images projected on the camera system.  If you have any questions about the system, 
you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 

 



 

Initiative SEPTEMBER 2021 

SAY IT: 
Initiative means seeing what needs to be done and doing it. 

KNOW IT: 
ASK A KID: 
• Describe a time you solved a problem on your own. 

• Ask yourself, are you good at coming up with solutions to problems? 

• Have you ever heard of the phrase “go getter”? Discuss this analogy with your teacher at school 
or your parents at home. Ask them what things you could do to earn this title. 

ASK A GROWN UP: 
• How do you show initiative at home or at work? 

• What are some examples of showing initiative at home or in your relationships with others? 
What are some things that you do regularly to show initiative? 

SEE IT: 
The year 2020 saw many private citizens, organizations, and charities across the world helping 
others. People across the globe pitched in to conquer the constantly evolving problems associated 
with the coronavirus pandemic. We witnessed people sewing masks and donating them and other 
personal protective equipment (PPE) to medical offices and hospitals. We witnessed organizations 
take donations to local food banks to feed those in need. We witnessed people donate their blood 
to help scientists study the way the virus affected individuals. First responders stepped up in a big 
way to help keep people healthy and safe. The year was a trying time, certainly one that won’t ever 
be forgotten; however, it was a great testimony to the way in which humankind saw a great need 
and did something about it. 

BE IT: 
As a family, sit down and discuss things that need to be done at home. What are some needs in 
the family? Examples might include home improvements, cleaning out closets and donating old 
clothes and shoes, fixing car issues, resolving relationship issues, etc. Make a goal each week to 
identify a need and do something about it. Come to the table once the week is finished and discuss 
ways that each member demonstrated initiative. 
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NEWSLETTER 

PHASE 
Initiative 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

At every age, kids need 
significant relationships.  
 
The significant relationships in a child’s life include parents, teachers, relatives, coaches, and 

spiritual leaders. 

As a parent, you can encourage these relationships as a way to ensure that other trusted 

adults are surrounding your kids with the same messages and advice that you would. 

So don’t miss it. This year, this month, today is just a Phase! 

 

N E W S L E T T E R  



 

Iniciativa SEPTIEMBRE 2021 

DILO: 
Ver lo que es necesario hacer y hacerlo. 

CONOCELO: 
PREGÚNTALE A UN NIÑO(A): 
• Describe un momento en el que resolviste un problema por tu cuenta.  

• Pregúntate, ¿tengo facilidad para encontrar soluciones a los problemas?  

• ¿Alguna vez has escuchado la frase “ve por ello (go getter)”? Discute esta analogía con tu 
maestro(a) en la escuela o con tus padres en casa. Pregúntales que podrías hacer para 
conseguirlo. 

PREGUNTAR A UN ADULTO: 
• ¿Cómo demuestras iniciativa en casa o en el trabajo? 

• ¿Cuáles son algunos ejemplos de mostrar iniciativa en casa o en las relaciones con los demás? 
¿Cuáles son algunas cosas que hacen regularmente para mostrar iniciativa? 

MÍRALO: 
El año 2020 vio a muchos ciudadanos, organizaciones y beneficencias de todo el mundo 
ayudando a otros. Personas de todo el mundo se unieron para resolver los problemas que 
surgían constantemente relacionados con la pandemia del coronavirus. Fuimos testigos de 
gente cociendo cubre bocas y donándolos y otros equipos de protección personal (PPE) a 
consultorios médicos y hospitales. Fuimos testigos de cómo las organizaciones donaron a los 
bancos de alimentos locales para alimentar a los más necesitados. También vimos cómo la 
gente donó su sangre para ayudar a los científicos a estudiar la forma en la que el virus 
afectaba a las personas. Los socorristas se esforzaron en gran medida para ayudar a mantener 
a las personas sanas y seguras. El año fue un momento difícil, sin duda uno que nunca vamos 
a olvidar, sin embargo, fue un gran testimonio de la forma en que la humanidad vio una gran 
necesidad e hizo algo al respecto. 

VIVELO: 
En familia, discutan las cosas que se deben hacer en casa. ¿Cuáles son algunas necesidades en 
la familia? Ejemplos pueden incluir mejoras en el hogar, limpiar los armarios y donar ropa y 
zapatos viejos, arreglar detalles de los carros, resolver problemas de relaciones, etc. Fíjense una 
meta cada semana para identificar una necesidad y hacer algo al respecto. Una vez que termine la 
semana, discutan las formas en cada miembro de la familia demostró iniciativa. 
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PHASE 
Iniciativa 

SEPTIEMBRE 2021 

A cada edad, los niños 
necesitan de relaciones 
significantes.  

Las relaciones significantes en la vida de un niño incluyen aquellas con los padres, 

maestros, parientes, entrenadores y guías espirituales. 

Como padres, ustedes pueden animar este tipo de relaciones con otros adultos confiables 

que están cerca de tus hijos para que compartan el mismo mensaje y consejos que ustedes 

hacen con ellos. 

Entonces, no te olvides: Este año, este mes, incluso hoy… recuerden ¡es solamente una fase! 
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